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Background Summary

The Jason-3 satellite, launched on January 17, 2016 from Vandenberg Air
Force Base Launch Complex (California, USA) via a Falcon 9 rocket], is the
fourth in a series of satellites launched to synoptically monitor the global
ocean surface topography using a radar altimeter. The Jason-3 satellite
continues the time series of data acquired by TOPEX/Poseidon (1992-2000),
Jason-1 (2000-2009), Jason-2 (2008-2016) that have been acquired from a

e The Jason-2 & Jason-3 missions continue to operate normally
and acquire altimeter data.

e The Jason-2 satellite will be moved to an “interleaved” orbit
between October 2 and October 16, 2016.

e After Jason-2 moves to the interleaved orbit, both spacecraft
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their dynamics. The data from these satellites also play a critical role in
monitoring the global change in mean sea level, since the orbit used by
these satellites, in combination with the precision geodetic tracking, serves
as precise reference with which to monitor the change in the height of the
ocean surface.

Jason-2 & Jason-3 POD Performance
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The Jason-2 and Jason-3 projects acknowledge the support of the ILRS. ” -
For more information about the POD on Jason-2 & Jason-3, please contact the Jason-2 & S\ e |
Jason-3 POD team, co-chairpersons:

Sean Bruinsma (CNES/GRGS); Alexandre Couhert (CNES), Frank Lemoine (NASA GSFC).
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Until recently we have only considered a mean LRA range correction for the Jason
satellites’ LRA There is a hint from the SLR residuals, and evidence from numerical

ZOth Intel’nathna| WOI’kShOp on Laser Rang|ng, /_\ modeling (Flavien Mercier & Alexandre Couhert (CNES), manuscript in

preparation, 2016), that the Jason satellite LRA range correction varies by elevation

Potsda m’ Germa ny’ Octo ber 9_ 14’ 20 1 6 International Laser Ranging Service and that for proper precise POD modeling we need to take this into account.




